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An electronic update for our members and friends

July 14th, 2009
Going Strong
I recently spent 3 days at Sutton Bay and am happy to report that everything is looking good.  Lake Oahe is as full as it has been for a number of years, the walleye are biting, and the golf course is in very good condition.  Everyone at the club is waiting to see you and look forward to serving you and your guests.
GOLF COURSE

Mick Reifert and his entire crew have done a GREAT JOB on the course.  The greens as a whole are as good as I have seen them and the fairways are green and lush.  We continue to work on many improvements to the course.  Hole #6 is nearly complete, the new cart path on the right side of the lower fairway is in, the left side of the green is now sodded, and the left side of the upper fairway has been re-shaped and seeded.  We have continued to top dress some of the weak areas with a combination of sand and bullshit (no kidding) which has proven to be very effective in adding organics to the soils and improving the growing conditions.   We will be aeifying the greens August 24-25 which is on the schedule and are the dates I have listed in this newsletter previously.  Last month I told you that Graham Marsh would be taking a look at everything and we would be working on both short term and long term plans.  Graham was out this past week and we did take a good look at everything.  In the coming months we will be putting our thoughts together and then will provide all of you with an overview of those thoughts.  We have had over two weeks without any irrigation issues and the slips seemed to have “settled down”.  Hopefully this will continue for many weeks and months to come.
FISHING/HUNTING UPDATE
Fishing on Lake Oahe is in full swing.  Things were slow to get started in our area this year but the fish are biting now.  Chuck and his other guides are busy but not too busy to take you and your group out for some of the best walleye fishing around.  The bass pond continues to be active as well.  We have had another very good pheasant hatch on the ranch and in the area so we are excited about the upcoming season.  The rains have been bountiful so the food plots and grasses are doing well and the tree belts are growing quickly.  Chuck and Kurt are doing a great job of getting the ranch ready for another outstanding hunting season.
EVENTS AND RESULTS
John recently sent out an email to all of you about the upcoming member/guest on July 28-30.   We still have room remaining in the 24 team field and it is not too late to sign up.  Just call John or Brett and they will give you all the details.  A good time will be had by all and we will work hard to make it the most memorable member/guest you have been involved in.  Member events are only as good as the participation of the members allow them to be, COME AND ENJOY!  The other member/guest event we will be doing this year is the golf/hunt event in late September.  I will write more about that next month but you can sign up by calling or dropping us an email.
WEB SITE

We will soon be rolling out the new look on our web site.  The functions for members will be very similar but we think the site will be more appealing for you and your guests as well as those who want to learn more about Sutton Bay.  Keep checking the site and if you have comments or questions do not hesitate to call or write.
MARK’S MESSAGE

How many of you own a business?  How many of you manage or are the CEO of a business?  How many of you have seen how you do business and how others around you do business change in the past 18 months?  There are very few businesses that are conducting business exactly as they did 18 months ago.  You have made decisions that have allowed your businesses to survive and prosper in times that are difficult.  Some businesses have not been so lucky and they have been forced to close. 
Golf clubs have not been immune to these changes, and in some parts of the company, have been hit harder than other businesses.  There are more golf courses closing than there are opening in 2009 and the trend may very well continue in 2010.    I chose to write about the challenges we face so that you understand that we are working very hard to make sure that we continue to be a viable club.  A few months ago I used this quote and thought it was worth repeating, “The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest is merely tenacity”.  We are constantly evaluating the club and the business with the goal of making it the best it can be for you and your guests.  One of the keys to keeping the business viable in challenging times is for each of you to think about ways you can help the club.  A few things come to mind immediately; recommend the club to those you think might be potential members, sponsor guests that you know would like to come to the club even if you cannot be with them, support your favorite charities by offering them a Sutton Bay package (which we are more than happy to help you set up), and come to the club as often as time permits.  Success is not very often attributable to one person or just a few, success comes from the collective effort of the whole.  I do believe in the saying; “In the middle of difficulty lies opportunity”.  I hope each of you are excited enough about the opportunities we have, and about your involvement in Sutton Bay, that you will help us meet these challenging times head on.  With the help of each of you we can persevere through this difficult economy and emerge from it even stronger than before.  Thanks for your contributions to Sutton Bay and we look forward to many years of offering you a great destination club experience.
Mark and staff
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