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An electronic update for our members and friends

June 8th, 2009
School is out for summer
By the time you read this note summer vacation should have started for almost all school aged kids, and thus summer has started for all the parents as well.  I hope this summer vacation season includes a few visits to Sutton Bay.   I just spent a couple of days at the club and I can assure you that John has assembled a great staff for 2009 and they are all ready to be busy.  June is fairly busy but we still have plenty of room most days for you and your group.  Early July is very quiet and I am sure that the July 4th holiday has something to do with that.  Holidays are always challenging for us and we hope that many of you will think about coming and spending a long holiday weekend with us.   
GOLF COURSE

The golf course is coming along nicely this spring.  The turf quality has recovered very well from last year’s winter kill.  We have continued to overseed some of the thin areas and the newly planted grass is coming up now that the ground temps have started to increase.  The greens are rolling very well and we will work at keeping them about 10-10.5 on the stimp meter.  You will see that we continue to work on the various slip areas on the course by leveling and sodding them.  We are putting in a new cart path on #6 which will keep all cart traffic to the right side in the lower fairway and we will abandon the cart path on the left side and behind the green.  This will allow the lower fairway to achieve a better quality of turf.  We will ask you to keep all traffic on the cart path once you have headed to the lower fairway.  
FISHING/HUNTING UPDATE
Fishing on our potion of Lake Oahe has been slower than normal for this time of year.  The abundance of water in the lake has kept the water temps down and thus the lack of a good bite so far.  They are catching lots of walleye about 20 miles up the Cheyenne River.  This trip from Sutton Bay is about a 30-40 minute car ride and another 30-45 minute boat ride but fishing has been great.  If you want to go fishing for walleye during a visit you have scheduled soon Chuck will be happy to take you to the Cheyenne.  Things will pick up in the coming weeks in areas of Lake Oahe closer to us and once they start biting it should be great.  Chuck went to the bass pond the other day and caught 5 very nice fish in 45 minutes.  We have a new dock for the bass pond and a new motor for the boat.  We have all the needed equipment for you to fish the bass pond and it is a great way to relax and spend a few hours.

EVENTS AND RESULTS
The 2009 Sutton Bay Round-Up was held May 28-30 under sunny skies and warm temps.  Three days of perfect weather and great camaraderie made for a wonderful event.  This year’s winners were from Minot CC and were lead by Sutton Bay member Pat Butz.  The other members of the winning team were Dan Schwartz, Roger Tollefson, and Mike Fitzmaurice. We had seven teams compete and everyone had a great time.  I hope more of you will consider putting together teams for the 2010 event so we can fill up the field with 12 teams.

The next event will be the member/guest which will be held July 28-30 and we still have some room remaining in the 24 team field.  Please call John or Brett to sign up.  A good time will be had by all and we will work hard to make it the most memorable member/guest you have been involved in.
MARK’S MESSAGE

I have always believed those who accept the status quo stop growing and improving and soon become stagnant.  We have always looked for ways to improve Sutton Bay from the day we opened.  We built the hunting clubhouse, we have added sporting clays, we created the bass pond, we added spa services, we brought in buses to better transport you, and we have always searched for and found the best staff we could assemble to take care of you.  Our goal at Sutton Bay is to continue to do things to keep the club fresh and offer you, our members, the very best in every aspect of the club.  
We have been challenged on the golf course with land that moves when it wants to move.  This shifting creates problems with our irrigation system, with the quality of the turf, and with the quality of the playing experience.  We have asked Graham Marsh to take time this year to look at every option for the golf course and to carry out strategic planning, design options, and critical thinking.  Once Graham Marsh and others have done their due diligence we will present you with their final thoughts and with our plan for moving forward.  We do not intend to sit on our hands and live with the status quo, we will move forward and we are committed to offering you the finest experience in each and every activity at Sutton Bay.  My trusty calendar offered me a quote last Friday; “The pessimist complains about the wind, the optimist expects it to change, and the realist adjusts the sails”.  I have told you many times, I am a blend of a realist and an optimist, but surely not a pessimist.  We will change and we will adjust the sails, but we will not complain about the cards dealt us.  I hope that each of you are optimists and that you are excited about the things we have done since we opened in 2003 and about the things we continue to do to offer you a memorable experience each time you visit. 
We look forward to seeing all of you throughout 2009.  Come and enjoy your club.
Mark and staff
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